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REVIEWS 

Southern Prose and Poetry. By Edwin Mims and Bruce R. Payne. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 1910. 

An interesting and useful book for school purposes is the 
recent volume by Professors Edwin Mims and Bruce R. Payne 
entitled Southern Prose and Poetry, a collection of poems, tales, 
letters, and addresses from the foremost writers of the South, 
compiled in response to the demand for a reading-book in 
Southern literature for the advanced grammar grades and the 
high school. The book differs from other books of the kind on 
Southern literature in that it subordinates information about 
authors and their writings to the writings themselves ; it con- 
tains but little of the usual critical and biographical apparatus, 
all that there is of criticism being given in a short but enter- 
taining introduction, or in scant notes at the foot of the page, 
and all biographical material being thrown to the end of the 
volume, where it is compressed into the space of twenty pages. 

With the exception of certain omissions, — notably: Richard 
Malcolm Johnston, Maurice Thompson, F. Hopkinson Smith, 
and Mrs. Ruth McEnery Stuart, — the choice of selections is, on 
the whole, excellent. Especially to be commended is the inclu- 
sion of a number of well-selected letters, though here, too, I must 
deplore certain omissions: notably, Lanier's letter of January 6, 
1876, to Mr. Gibson Peacock, and Poe's most human letter to his 
"dear Muddy" detailing his experiences and Virginia's on their 
trip from Philadelphia to New York in the spring of 1844. But, 
after all, no two judges could argee on the same things for an 
anthology. There are not a few typographical errors, which, 
however, are for the most part harmless, and can easily be 
corrected in a subsequent edition. Killis Campbell. 



The Life and Times of Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla. By Arthur 
Howard Noll and A. Philip McMahon. Chicago : A. C. McClurg & Com 
pany. 1910. 

This little volume of barely two hundred pages furnishes for 
the first time an authoritative and adequate account of the life 
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and struggles of the great Mexican patriot. With painstaking 
research and generous sympathy, the authors have traced the 
career of the warrior-priest from his birth on the ranch of San 
Vincente, in 1753, through his brave conflict against tyranny in 
church and state, to his military execution in Chihuahua on the 
thirtieth of July, 181 1. He is presented to us as a scholar and 
theologian with views in advance of his time and with little 
reverence for authority or for ecclesiastical dogmas ; as an eager 
student of classic French literature as well as of French liberal- 
ism ; as curate of Dolores, where he was loved and obeyed both 
by his Spanish parishioners and by the Indians of the neighbor- 
ing haciendas, for whose industrial improvement he labored hard 
and unselfishly ; as an intrepid leader, an ardent patriot, and a 
man of exalted character. His death for the cause of liberty 
served to arouse his people to a clearer sense of their rights and 
stimulated them to continue the struggle which ultimately led 
to a casting off of the Spanish yoke. Thus to-day he is honored 
throughout his country with the title of 'Father of Mexican In- 
dependence.' 

The book is valuable not merely as a biography of Hidalgo, 
but also as an outline of the rise of Mexico to the position of a 
free and independent nation ; and in view of the recent insur- 
rection of Madero against the administration of President Diaz, 
the volume is timely in making clear that the present executive, 
far from being a ruthless dictator, is a worthy successor of 
Hidalgo and a true exponent of those principles for which that 
hero and his followers offered up their lives. McB. 



Maria Edgeworth and Her Circle in the Days of Buonaparte 
and Bourbon. By Constance Hill. New York: John Lane Company. 

One would have thought after the charming volume in the 
English Men of Letters series, by Emily Lawless, that the last 
word had been said about Maria Edgeworth; but not so, for 
there lies before us a volume called Maria Edgeworth and Her 
Circle in the Days of Buonaparte and Bourbon, which presents new 
phases in the life of this ever young and charming Irish girl. 

One who has been brought up on her Parents' Assistant and 



